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Mercury can produce a range of adverse  

health effects, including permanent  

damage to the nervous system, kidneys  

and cardiovascular system. Developing  

organ systems are particularly sensitive  

and mercury can be transferred from a  

mother to her unborn child. 
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Products & 
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Mercury ï a global environmental and 

health problem 
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The environmental situation in Sweden 
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Mercury levels in soil 3-5 times higher than 

natural levels 

Fish in half of the lakes (about 50 000 lakes) 

exceed (WHO/FAO) limit value of 0.5 mg/kg 

Mercury deposition must be reduced by 80 % 

to achieve tolerable concentrations in the 

environment 
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Mercury policy in Sweden  

ï a historical overview 
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